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This monograph has been well and promptly produced, and lavishly
illustrated.
DENIS ABELSON
THE STORY OF DISSECTION. By Jack Kevorkian. New York, Philosophical
Library, Inc., 1959. ix, 80 pp. $3.75.
The author traces the story of human dissection from antiquity to the 20th
century in a clear, concise manner. It is so concise, however, that unless
the reader has a medical background he could neither fully appreciate nor
adequately understand its contents. The philosophic concepts of the vari-
ous historical ages which hindered or enhanced the performance of human
dissection are very briefly but fairly adequately described. The author has
neatly interwoven the history of the development of human dissection as
an autopsy technique for the study of pathology and as a purely scientific
discipline for the study of normal anatomy. However, human dissection
in relationship to pathology receives much more emphasis than its rela-
tionship to anatomy as a scientific discipline. Therefore, the author does
not relate how anatomists for a long period of time had to cooperate with
often unscrupulous grave robbers in order to acquire cadavers for teaching
and research purposes, frequently at the risk of endangering their lives,
because of stong public sentiment and inadequate anatomical laws.
The principal value of the book is in its emphasis on the fact that the
results of human cadaver dissections and necropsies performed over the
ages comprise such a fundamental basis of modern medical practice and
that during periods of history when dissections and necropsies were al-
lowed, the field of medicine took great strides forward. The author points
out that, "Without human dissection the superstructure of cellular pathol-
ogy, physiopathology, and experimental pathology (and surgical pathology
and all of surgery) would crumble into a heap of frippery which would
be meaningless in a long range sense. Virchow himself emphasized the
importance of conceiving the organism as a whole, a unity of structure and
function, rather than as a mechanistic composite of autonomous parts, be
they organs or cells." I concur with this viewpoint because dissection of
the human cadaver not only allows a medical student to learn the various
structures which comprise the body but how the structures are related to
each other and to the whole body as a structural unit. Thus, the book has
a timely message when the value of cadaver dissection by medical students
as a basic requirement is now being adversely questioned. Unfortunately,
the dissemination of the book's message may be greatly hindered by its
price in relationship to its size because it contains only 80 pages (53/4 x 8/4
inches) of large type with sizeable margins.
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